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How has the representation of International 

cooperation in the media changed over the last years?  

Which role do information and communication play, in 

making citizens aware of human development issues? 

What vision of international cooperation is delivered to 

the general public, by the media and by subjects 

operating in the field (NGOs, associations, public 

bodies, etc)? and how much is this vision close to 

reality?  

It is possible to improve the quality of communication 

and information about development, only through a 

connection between the media and the sector of 

International cooperation. On this basis, the project ‘A 

Communication Network for Development’ was born. 

Actually, present collaborations between journalists and 

development professionals need to implement exchange 

actions, in order to share deep thought and strategies 

aimed at improving information to the European public 

about issues related to  human development, strategies 

able to have an influence, both in the short and in the 

long term. 

Why this project? 

The final goal is to create a trans-regional European network (Catalonia, Rhône-Alpes and Piedmont) of 

journalists, universities and international cooperation entities. 

The project aims to set the basis of this network, enhancing a continuous exchange between participants, for 

deconstructing clichés and to correctly read information. 

This will contribute to the improvement of the media information quality and of communication disseminated by 

International development cooperation specialists, allowing to the European public to have a better under 

standing of development challenges and to activate in favour of fairer relations between countries. 

Progetto europeo  

DEVREPORTER 

NETWORK 

Leader:   

• FCONGD – Catalan Federation of NGOs  – 

Spain, Barcelona 

Partners:  

• RESACOOP –  Rhône-Alpes Network for 

International cooperation – France, Lyone 

• COP – Consorzio Ong Piemontesi – Italia, Torino 

Associated partners in Piemonte:  

� Università di Torino 

� Associazione Stampa Subalpina 

� Piemonte Regional Authority 

� CoCoPa – Coordination of Councils for Peace 

Duration: 3 years (starting 1st March 2013) 

Budget: 1.140.000€ (854.000€ EU financing) 

Contact: Consorzio ONG Piemontesi 

Via Borgosesia 30, 10125 Torino 

Tel. (+39) 011.7412507 

Email: comunicazione@ongpiemonte.it 

The project beneficiaries are: 

� Journalists and other media professionals  

� Communication specialists from International cooperation actors (Ngos, 

associations, local authorities)  

� University students in Political Sciences and Communication 
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Actions planned: 

Knowing and analyzing the problem  

In the project’s first months, two diagnostic studies were realized in each region: one was done to analyze the 

ways in which the issue ‘cooperation for development’ is dealt with, on a sample of regional media (TV, radio, 

press); the other one was carried out to analyze impact of communication strategies put in place by 

International cooperation specialists. Moreover, a monitoring service was activated in the three regions, 

allowing to strictly follow local evolution of information and communication strategies in the field. 

Sharing and learning new knowledge 

In each region, three kinds of meetings were organized, aimed at improving the interpretation of events and 

the choice of viewpoints of communication actors belonging to the international cooperation field and at 

issues focused on in the local/regional media.  

- Awareness raising ateliers, addressed to journalists have been organised, on the basis of exchanging views 

between journalists from the so-called Southern countries and international cooperation organisations.  

- University modules have been elaborated, in collaboration with universities, with the aim of raising 

students’ awareness about the subject.  

- A training session for information professionals of ngos has been provided. 

Network working for progress  

A series of workshops in each region and three International fora were planned during the first three years, in 

order to allow journalists communication professionals and students from the three regions to exchange views 

and analyse their practices. Furthermore, an international atelier has allowed communication professionals to 

work together for the identification of common strategies aimed at raising awareness of the European general 

public. 

Exchange practices have been going on outside meetings, by means of 3 blogs (one created in each region) 

and an internet website - www.devreporternetwork.eu – in four languages (Catalan, Spanish, French, Italian) 

providing documentation and information on the project.  

Lastly, the award ‘Communication for Development’ was launched in January, 2015, allowing journalists, 

communication professionals and students to work together for the production of reportage regarding 

development issues.  

During the whole duration of the project, involvement of professionals from the Southern countries was 

enhanced, aimed at enriching views through exchange.  

A participatory methodology   

Each activity of the project has been co-built on mixing experiences. The three partners have met regularly in the 

Piloting Committee, in order to guarantee coordination in the project. In each region, a regional group work was 

created, including representatives of the three regions, of associated partners and of representatives of final 

beneficiaries. Lastly, an international working group was created, composed by members of each regional working 

group and guaranteeing consistence of actions at European level, as well as debate and sharing of common 

issues analyzed. 

 


